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Short Learning Programme Outline:
The Law Governing Decisions & Decision-Making in Local Government

NQF Level 5 - 8 contact hours

Purpose of Short Learning Programme
This short learning programme is designed to give councillors an overview of the legal requirements for taking valid and lawful decisions in order to minimise the risk of legal action being taken against the municipality.

Author of the decision

· The municipal council

· Principal decision maker

· Properly constituted and convened

· Committees of the council

· Mayoral committee 

· Statutory committees
· The executive mayor

· The deputy executive mayor

· The speaker

· The municipal official

· Other municipal staff

Jurisdiction

· Geographical jurisdiction

· Functional jurisdiction 

Form and procedure
Administrative justice

· Lawfulness

· Authority

· Jurisdiction

· Error for law

· Abuse of discretion

· Unauthorised reason

· Ulterior purpose or motive

· Irrelevant considerations

· Dictates of another

· Mala fides

· Arbitrarily or capriciously

· Failure to take a decision

· Timeous decision

· Bias

· Rationality

· Reasonableness

· Procedural fairness

· Reasons

Legality

Consequences of unlawful decisions

· Judicial review

· The author 

· Correction of unlawful decisions

Contact details

For further information and to request quotations, please contact:

Ms Megan Skei
Tel: 041 504 4775
E-mail: megan.skei@nmmu.ac.za
Ms Tamrin January
Tel: 041 504 4706
E-mail: Tamrin.January2@nmmu.ac.za
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