
 

Short Learning Programme (SLP) Outline: 
Identification of Marine Species and Vessels and Gear 

used in Illegal Fishing  
40 contact hours (5 days) 

 

Purpose of Short Learning Programme (SLP 

The purpose of this credit bearing SLP is to prepare the students (through the acquisition of 

knowledge and practical skills) in the identification and interpretation of commercially targeted 

fish species both in South African and adjacent international waters, as well as the types of 

vessels and fishing gear used by local and international fleets to target these species. 

 

Range Statement 

• Learners with previous practical experience in the field can operate independently.  

• Learners  with no prior experience should exercise their duties under the guidance of an 

experienced Fishery Control Officer until such officer is satisfied that he/she is competent 

to act independently.  

• Where appointed as a Fishery Control Officer, their powers can be exercised within South 

African borders, as well as in the Exclusive Economic Zone.  

• As far as fishing vessels registered in South Africa is concerned, they can also exercise 

their powers beyond South African waters. 

 

Admission requirements/Learning assumed to be in place 

Access to this short learning programme is granted to applicants who meet the following 

minimum admission requirements: 

• A National Senior Certificate (NSC) granting access to a Diploma 

• National Certificate (Vocational) Level 4 or 

• An appropriate Further Education and Training Certificate or equivalent 

 

Learning assumed to be in place 

• It is assumed that the student would be competent in the language of instruction (English 

at NQF Level 4), Mathematical Literacy (NQF Level 4) and the theoretical knowledge and 

understanding accomplished at that level; 

• Ability to manage own time in a disciplined manner; 

• Be an independent learner who is able to keep to set deadlines. 
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Course Outline 

• Introduction to Southern African fisheries 

• Introduction to fish identification 

o Introduction to basic anatomy and biology of sea fishes 

o General morphology of bony fish and elasmobranch species 

o General body divisions 

o General anatomy of fish and elasmobranch species 

• Advanced fish identification 

o Basic fish taxonomy (Kingdom, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species); 

o Identification techniques used to identify South Africa’s most commonly caught 

commercial and recreational species; 

o Compare scientific nomenclature of species identified and compare with common 

terminology used by fishermen and industry; 

o Review of misleading common names of traded fish species by restaurants and 

industry. 

• Fishing technology, vessels gear and fishing strategy: 

o Identification of common local and international fishing vessels found in south African 

and adjacent waters; 

o Fishing gear technology (identification of common fishing gear used); 

o Photography as a key tool in obtaining biological evidence; 

o Brief overview of procedures in acquiring biological samples 

 

Assessment Practice 

This SLP will be assessed formatively as well as summatively. The formative assessment will 

consist of various assessment opportunities created for the students, where it will be expected 

of them to do case studies, group work, individual assignments and class tests. During the 

contact sessions students will also have the opportunity to partake and share their experiences 

with the facilitator as part of the formative feedback. The formative assessment is used to give 

regular feedback to monitor student’s progress and also to ensure they are mastering the 

work. This will also assist the facilitator to determine when and where some additional support 

is needed:  

• Completion of the formative assessment opportunities will count 40% towards the overall 

mark. 

• At the end of the SLP students will have a summative assessment opportunity in the form 

of an exam. 

• The summative assessment will count 60% towards the overall mark. 

• To complete this SLP successfully a student needs to obtain a 50% pass mark overall. 
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Moderation of the Assessment 

A total of 10% or 20 papers of the final assessment (whichever is the most) will be moderated 

externally. The moderator provides feedback in the form of a post-assessment moderation 

report indicating changes in the assessments or the adjustment of marks and requesting 

clarification as required. The assessor acts on the moderator's report and brings about the 

necessary changes. The amended assessment evidences and the moderator's report are 

presented to the HOD for verification and sign-off before the final results are recorded and 

published. 

 

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) statement pertaining to this short learning 

programme 

Potential candidates may apply for RPL to the Director of the Centre or to the department 

based on substantial previous experience in the field of Criminal Justice.  On application the 

department may request a portfolio of evidence which will be assed in terms of the Nelson 

Mandela University RPL Policy. 

 

The Faculty policy, derived from the institutional policy, requires that each RPL applicant be 

assessed on an individual basis.   

 

The applicant will approach either the Director CLA or relevant academic department 

regarding the Nelson Mandela University and Faculty RPL policy and process, and the 

academic department will screen and advise the candidate whether or not the RPL process is 

an option.  The applicant will complete the standard application form and pay the application 

fee upon which the department will nominate an assessor to be approved by the FMC.   

 

The appointed assessor will meet with the applicant to explain the RPL assessment process, 

the specific assessment criteria and the type of evidence(s) required.  The HOD will verify that 

quality assurance requirements have been met. 

 

The outcome of the RPL process, including written reports by the assessor and a 

recommendation regarding status recognition and admission to the short learning programme 

will be presented to the FMC.  The FMC secretary will communicate the FMC decision to the 

Faculty Officer, who in turn will communicate per official letter the outcome to the applicant 

and copy the HOD in all correspondence. 
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Unsuccessful applicants will be referred to the CAAR assessment consultant to be advised on 

alternative options available to them. Appeals concerning the outcome of the RPL process will 

be lodged with the Faculty Officer who will inform the HOD for placement on the FMC agenda. 

 

Attendance Requirements 

Kindly note delegates are required to attend all training days for the duration of the course. 

 

Credits 

• The Identification of Marine Species & Vessels & Gear used in Illegal Fishing SLP is 

registered at the Nelson Mandela University and carries 15 credits on NQF level 6 

towards the Diploma in Law Enforcement, a formal qualification offered at the university.  

• Candidates who have successfully completed the SLP and who wish to enrol for the 

specified formal qualification to which the credits are registered, may apply to the 

University for the exemption of the credits achieved, provided that the candidate meets all 

entrance requirements as set for the formal qualification 

 

Training delivery 

Training can take place at the Nelson Mandela University in Port Elizabeth or on-site. 

 

Rider 

Students will not be allowed to complete more than 50% of the 120 credits of a formal 

qualification through SLPs. Completion of this SLP will not lead to a formal qualification. 

 

Contact details 

For further information and to request quotations, please contact: 

Mrs. Marlene Holland 

Tel:  041-504 4757 

E-mail:  Marlene.Holland@mandela.ac.za 

Ms. Megan Skei 

Tel: 041 504 4775 

E-mail:  Megan.Skei@mandela.ac.za 


